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Synopsis

This is an accessible introduction to the major areas of sociolinguistics as they relate to sign
languages and deaf communities. Clearly organized, it brings together a team of leading experts in
sign linguistics to survey the field, and covers a wide range of topics including variation,
multilingualism, bilingualism, language attitudes, discourse analysis, language policy and planning.
Each chapter introduces the key issues in each area of inquiry and provides a comprehensive
review of the literature. The book also includes suggestions for further reading and helpful

exercises.
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Customer Reviews

’ ... this volume stands as an authoritative and unified text on the various fields of sociolinguistics of
sign languages.’ Journal of Sociolinguistics’SSL is a good introductory textbook on the topic of
sociolinguistics with regard to sign languages ... in conjunction with in-class lectures, supplementary
readings, and further research, students can develop a good foundation of knowledge in this subject
area ... it fills a definite gap in the current resource materials available for the teaching of

deaf-related issues.” Language in Society

This is an accessible introduction to the major areas of sociolinguistics as they relate to sign
languages and deaf communities. Clearly organized, it brings together a team of leading experts in
sign linguistics to survey the field, and covers a wide range of topics including variation,

multilingualism, bilingualism, language attitudes, discourse analysis, language policy and planning.



Each chapter introduces the key issues in each area of inquiry and provides a comprehensive
review of the literature. The book also includes suggestions for further reading and helpful

exercises.

book was required for class the condition of this book was great, no highlights which makes it easier

to read.

| wrote an essay about Deaf culture and the Sociolinguistics of Sign Language. Some basic
searching on the internet lead me to this book. It contained all the information that | was looking for
and then some. It outlined perfectly the points that | was trying to make in my paper, and helped me
understand Deaf culture on a much deeper level.My only complaint is that it's expensive. | wasn'’t
able to afford buying the book online, however, | was able to borrow it from a local University

Library.Great book, big price tag.
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